Reflecting the Past and Shaping the Future: A Study of Adolescent Schemas and Exposure to Community Violence by Reynolds, Monique Vulin
Virginia Commonwealth University
VCU Scholars Compass
Theses and Dissertations Graduate School
2006
Reflecting the Past and Shaping the Future: A Study
of Adolescent Schemas and Exposure to
Community Violence
Monique Vulin Reynolds
Virginia Commonwealth University
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/etd
Part of the Psychology Commons
© The Author
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at VCU Scholars Compass. It has been accepted for inclusion in Theses
and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of VCU Scholars Compass. For more information, please contact libcompass@vcu.edu.
Downloaded from
http://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/etd/650




List of Tables 
Table Page 
1. Source table for items in the CSSEV.. .......................................... 70 
2. Household income, marital status, education level and 
number of children living at home for mothers of youth 
............................................. participating in the current study.. 80 
3. Means and standard deviations for schema scales and items.. .......... 82 
4. Lifetime prevalence, means, and standard deviations of 
self-reported victimization among a sample of fifth and eighth 
grade urban adolescents.. ....................................................... ..84 
5. Lifetime prevalence, means and standard deviations of 
self-reported witnessing violence among a sample of fifth and 
................................................ eighth grade urban adolescents.. 85 
6. Reliability coefficients for Children's Schema Survey for 
............................ Exposure to Violence scale with item deletions.. 87 
7. Comparison of models representing factor structure of the 
Children's Schema Survey for Exposure to Violence among a 
.................................... sample of fifth grade urban adolescents.. .91 
8. Comparison of Models Representing Factor Structure of 
Children's Schema Survey for Exposure to Violence for a 
Sample of Eighth Grade Urban Adolescents.. .............................. .93 
9. Comparison of models representing factor structure 
of Children's Schema Survey for Exposure to Violence among 
a combined sample of fifth and eighth grade urban adolescents.. .... ..95 
10. Means for schema scales and exposure to violence scales 
............................................................. by gender and grade.. -96 
11. Analysis of variance for schemas and exposure variables.. ............... 97 
12. Correlation matrix for exposure to violence and schema 
scales among a combined sample of fifth and eighth grade 
urban adolescents.. ............................................................... ..99 
13. Grade and gender differences in independent correlations 
of schema and exposure variables.. .......................................... .I00 
14. Differences between correlations of schema variables with 
witnessing violence and victimization.. ..................................... .I02 
15. Hierarchical linear regressions with exposure variables 
regressed on schemas. ........................................................... .I03 

Abstract 
REFLECTING THE PAST AND SHAPING THE FUTURE: A STUDY OF 
ADOLESCENT SCHEMAS AND EXPOSURE TO COMMUNITY VIOLENCE 
By Monique Vulin Reynolds, B. A. 
A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Science at Virginia Commonwealth University 
Virginia Commonwealth University, 2006 
Chair: Albert D. Farrell, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology 
Exposure to community violence is a pervasive problem among urban youth and 
has been associated with both internalizing and externalizing disorders. The 
mechanisms through which exposure to community violence impacts adolescent 
adjustment are unclear. A change in adolescent schemas has been proposed as a 
mechanism through which the impact occurs. The goals of this study were to 
develop a measure of relevant adolescent schemas and examine their relation to 
exposure to community violence. A sample of 320 5th and gth graders were 
assessed and confirmatory factor analyses of the measure supported a three factor 
model, including self-schemas, world schemas and use of violence schemas. 
Exposure to community violence, including victimization and witnessing 
violence, was associated with more negative adolescent schemas. Witnessing 
violence and victimization had distinct relations with schemas highlighting the 
need to examine these types of exposure independently. Overall, this study 
provides preliminary support for the importance of studying adolescent schemas 
within the context of community violence. The measure developed represents an 
initial step in this process given what is available in the literature. However, 
additional work on the measure is needed to ensure that it accurately samples the 
schema domains that are relevant for youth in this context. 






























































































































































